PRELIMINARY  STATEWIDE  ASSESSMENT  OF  NEEDS  COMPLETED  .    .  . 

The  consulting  firm  of  Arthur  D.   Little,   Inc.,  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  has  completed 
a  survey  of  educational  needs  in  Montana.     A  report  of  the  findings  will  be  available  this 
month.     The  results  of  the  survey  will  be  reported  to  district  officials  so  that  new  ap- 
plications for  ESEA  Title  III  funds  may  be  directed  toward  the  most  critical  needs  as  re- 
quired by  the  law  and  regulations  governing  Title  III, 


CRITERIA  FOR  APPROVING  PROJECTS   .    .  , 

The  federal  regulations  list  criteria  which  must  be  applied  in  the  review  of  new  project 
proposals.     The  criteria  are: 

"(1)     Extent  to  which  proposed  project  is  designed  to  meet  the  critical 
educational  needs  in  the  various  areas  of  the  state  to  be  served 
by  the  project 

(2)  Adequacy  of  evidence  that  the  proposed  project  will  supplement  the 
regular  school  program 

(3)  Extent  to  which  the  project  would  contribute  to  the  solution  of 
important  educational  problems 

(4)  Extent  to  which  procedures  to  be  used  in  achieving  objectives  are 
appropriate,  adequate,  and  efficient 

(5)  Extent  to  which  proposed  program  is: 

a.  Innovative  (a  new  or  improved  educational  idea,  practice,  or 
technique)  or 

b.  Exemplary  (an  activity  designed  to  serve  as  a  model  for  regular 
school  programs) 

(6)  Adequacy  of  documentation  showing  the  extent  of  the  involvement  in  planning 
and  implementing  project  activities  of  teachers,  students,  or  other  school 
personnel  and  others,   including  those  with  low  income,  broadly  representative 
of  the  cultural  and  educational  resources  and  of  the  public  in  the  area  to 

be  served 

(7)  Adequacy  of  planning  for  the  proposed  project 

(8)  Degree  of  awareness  of  similar  programs,   research  findings,   or  the  knowledge 
of  recognized  experts 

(9)  Economic  feasibility  and  efficiency  of  the  proposed  project 


(10)  Whether  the  propcsed  project  makes  prevision  for  the  participation  of 
children  to  the  extent  consistent  with  the  number  of  children  enrolled 
in  nonprofit  private  schools  in  the  area  to  be  served  whose  educational 
needs  are  of  the  type  provided  by  the  program,  or  project 

(11)  Extent  to  which  provisions  for  evaluating  the  proposed  project  are  ap- 
propriate and  adequate  and  provide  for  a  reasonable  degree  of  objectivity 

(12)  Extent  to  which  provisions  for  dissemination  of  information  about  the 
proposed  program  are  appropriate  and  adequate  for  the  area  to  be  served 

(13)  Suitability  of  the  size  of  the  staff 

(14)  Suitability  of  the  qualifications  of  the  staff 

(15)  Adequacy  and  appropriateness  of  the  facilities,   equipment,   and  materials 
to  be  used  for  the  proposed  project 

(16)  Extent  to  which  the  best  available  talent  and  resources  will  be  utilized 
to  increase  substantially  the  educational  opportunities  of  children  to  be 
served  by  the  project." 

ESEA  TITLE  III  ALLOCATION  FOR  1968-69  .    .  . 

The  final  allocation  for  Title  III  program  funds  in  Montana  for  fiscal  year  1969  is 
$707,962.  The  estimated  am.ount  required  to  continue  existing  projects  is  $557,000; 
thus,  approximately  $150,000  will  be  available  for  new  projects  for  the  current  year. 


APPLICATION  DEADLINE  .   o    .  FEBRUARY  15 

The  deadline  date  for  submissicn  of  projects  to  utilize  the  available  funds  will  be 
February  15,  1969.     For  details  about  preparing  an  application,  get  in  touch  with 
Harold  Rehmer,  ESEA  Title  III  Coordinator,  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


